
2nd BMW Foundation Global Table
October 30  –  November 2, 2014
Menaggio, Italy

Conference Booklet

Limited Resources –  
Opportunities without 
Borders



The Global Tables on Resource Security in cooperation with the Earth 
Security Group facilitate a forward-looking dialogue between Europe 
and the new global players and raise awareness of the importance of 
shared leadership and collaboration in  a multi-polar world based on 
joint responsibility. Opinion leaders from various sectors of society 
are invited to actively engage in a creative discussion and identify 
innovative solutions for tackling pressing resource security challenges. 
The main goal of this cross-sector platform is to promote a solution-
oriented exchange between Europe and the emerging economies.
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Program

Thursday, October 30, 2014
All Day
Arrival of Participants

6:30 p.m.
Welcome Reception

Words of Welcome
Michael Gerdts Ambassador ret., President of the German-Italian Centre for 
European-Excellence, Berlin

Michael Schaefer Chairman of the Board of Directors, BMW Foundation,  
Berlin and Munich

7:30 p.m.
Welcome Dinner

Friday, October 31, 2014
8:00 a.m.
Breakfast

9:30 a.m.
Plenary Discussion

Introduction to the Global Table Concept 
Michael Schaefer Chairman of the Board of Directors, BMW Foundation,  
Berlin and Munich
Introduction to the Challenges and Opportunities of Resource Security 
Alejandro Litovsky Founder and Director, Earth Security Group, London

11:00 a.m. 
Small Group Discussion
12:00 a.m.
Plenary Discussion

1:00 p.m.
Lunch

2:30 p.m.
Breakout Sessions

5:00 p.m.
Plenary Discussion

7:00 p.m.
Dinner

Saturday, November 1, 2014
8:00 a.m.
Breakfast

9:00 a.m.
Introduction to Breakout Sessions 
Alejandro Litovsky Founder and Director, Earth Security Group, London

12:30 p.m.
Lunch

1:45 p.m.
Plenary Discussion

3:00 p.m.
Boat Excursion

6:30 p.m.
Island Dinner

Sunday, November 2, 2014
8:00 a.m.
Breakfast

9:30 a.m.
Plenary Session

12:30 a.m.
Farewell Lunch

1:30 p.m.
Individual Departure of Participants
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Practical Information

Event Location
Villa Vigoni
Via Giulio Vigoni 1
22017 Loveno di Menaggio
Italy
Tel.: +39 0344 361 11

Transportation
You will be picked up from and taken to the airport (Milano Malpensa, Milano Linate, 
Lugano Agno).

Emergency
In case of emergency, please contact Katharina Götze +49 151 6030 3527.

Dress Code
The dress code throughout the event is smart casual. On November 1 we are 
planning to go on a boat ride before the dinner and it might get a bit chilly, so please 
bring along a warm jacket. Temperatures will vary between 5 and 16 de grees 
Celsius.

Additional Costs
We will cover the costs for your accommodation from October 30 to November 2  
(3 nights), including all meals and transfers during the event.
We cannot cover any additional costs such as telephone, mini-bar consumption, 
etc. Please settle these bills directly with the Villa Vigoni before your departure.
If you would like to extend your stay, the rate is 111 € per single room/night. You can 
pay the accommodation costs for an extended stay directly upon check-out.

Check-Out
Check-out time is 10:00 noon.

Miscellaneous
Please note that there is no ATM machine on the Villa premises. There are, 
however, cash machines nearby in downtown Menaggio.
There are possibilities to print and make photocopies. Wifi is available all around the 
area (username: “villa”, password: “vigoni”).

List of Participants

Abdul Rahman, Eirliani
Counsellor, Political Section, High Commission of the Republic of Singapore,  
New Delhi

Becker, Thomas
Vice President, Corporate and Governmental Affairs, Communications China and 
America, Munich

Prince de Bourbon Parme, Jaime
Ambassador, Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to the Holy See,  
Vatican City

Chalyi, Oleksandr
President Legal Services, Grant Thornton Ukraine, Kiev

Chaudhry, Ravi
Founder and Chairman, CeNext Consulting and Investment, New Delhi

Contius, Stephan
Head of Division, Federal Ministry for Environment, Nature Conservation and 
Nuclear Safety, Berlin

Estevadeordal, Antoni
Manager of the Integration and Trade Sector, Inter-American Development Bank, 
Washington D.C.

Hussain, Tallat
Environmental Counsel, White & Case LLP, London

Ibrahim, Hadeel
Founding Executive Director, Mo Ibrahim Foundation, London

Jani, Bhairavi
Director, SCA Group of Companies, Mumbai

Kamal, Rasha
Executive Director, Canada Egypt Business Council; Executive Director,  
The Egyptian Council for Sustainable Development, Cairo

Kanza, Elsie
Senior Director, Head of Africa, World Economic Forum, Geneva

Khong, Cho-Oon
Chief Political Analyst, Shell International BV, The Hague
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Klabin, Roberto
President LIDE SUSTAINABILITY, LIDE - Grupo de Líderes Empresariais,  
São Paulo

Kortunov, Andrey
Director General, Russian International Affairs Council; President, New Eurasia 
Foundation, Moscow

Krüger, Harald
Member of the Board of Management, BMW Group, Berlin

Léautier, Frannie
Managing Partner, Mkoba Fund LLC, Dar-es-Salaam

Li, Lina
Consultant, ECOFYS Germany, Cologne

Litovsky, Alejandro
Founder and Director, Earth Security Group, London

Molina Martinez-Lozano, Joaquin
Senior Officer, NATO Operations Division, Brussels

Popov, Julian
Chairman of the Board of Directors, Buildings Performance Institute Europe (BPIE), 
Bruxelles; Senior Policy Adviser, European Climate Foundation, London

Schaefer, Michael
Chairman of the Board of Directors, BMW Foundation Herbert Quandt,  
Berlin and Munich

Shaw, Fiona
Executive Director Global Analytics, Willis Group, London

Stanic, Ana
Solicitor Advocate and Founder, E&A Law Limited, London

Williams, Abiodun
President, The Hague Institute for Global Justice, The Hague

Wu, Jianmin
Vice Chairman, China Institute for Innovation and Development Strategy, Beijing

Participants
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Personal Profile Eirliani Abdul Rahman serves in the Singapore Foreign Service 
and is currently Political Counsellor at the Singapore High Commission, based in 
New Delhi, India. From 2007 to 2011, she was stationed in Germany, serving at 
the Singapore Embassy in Berlin. Prior to that, Eirliani was Assistant Director in 
the Middle East and North Africa Directorate in the Singapore Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. She was a development consultant in Almaty, Kazakhstan from 2004 to 
2005, focusing on the oil and gas machinery, and transportation industry sectors, 
and collaborated with Harvard Business School’s Professor Michael Porter on the 
national–level Kazakhstan Competitiveness Program. Eirliani is an Fellow of the 
Asian Forum on Global Governance. An economist by training, Eirliani teaches 
Economics and Politics at Warwick University and holds a Master’s degree in 
Public Administration and Public Policy from the London School of Economics. 
Interested in the issue of Muslim integration in Europe, she was a participant in 
the European Muslim Professionals Network’s CEDAR (Connecting European 
Dynamic Achievers and Role Models). Eirliani speaks English, German, Malay and 
Russian, and has a rudimentary understanding of Arabic, French and Mandarin. 
She is currently learning Hindi. In her spare time, Eirliani enjoys rock climbing as 
well as fusion dance (modern Jazz and classical Malay). She has performed in 
Singapore, Berlin as well as in Delhi. 
 
Interests and Expertise International relations, development economics

 Eirliani Abdul Rahman 
Counsellor, Political Section, High 
Commission of the Republic of 
Singapore, New Delhi 
 
eirliani@gmail.com 
www.mfa.gov.sg 

  

Personal Profile Thomas Becker currently works at the BMW Group’s 
headquarter as Vice President for governmental affairs and is also responsible 
for all activities of Corporate Communications for the Americas and 
China. Prior to this, he was Deputy Executive Officer the Association of 
German Automobile Companies (VDA), after serving in the same association 
as manager in the department for political economy. Thomas Becker started 
his professional career as a consultant for environmental policies in the 
Federation of German Industries (BDI) in Berlin. The married father of two 
holds a Master of Business Economics from Cologne University where he 
also wrote his doctoral thesis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Thomas Becker 
Vice President, Corporate and 
Governmental Affairs, 
Communications China and 
America, Munich 
 
Thomas.TB.Becker@bmw.de 
www.bmw.com 

  

Thomas Becker
Vice President, Corporate and 
Governmental Affairs, 
Communications China and the 
Americas, Munich

Thomas.TB.Becker@bmw.de
www.bmw.com
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Personal Profile Jaime de Bourbon de Parme was the Special Envoy on Natural 
Resources at the Netherland’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs until recently. His main 
focus was long-term and sustainable security of supply of energy, metals and 
minerals. He set up the Conflict Free Tin Initiative, which brings traceable 
minerals from conflict prone areas in Congo to the international market. He 
brokered a deal with Bolivia, which has the greatest deposits of lithium in the 
world, to help industrialize their lithium sector. He also founded the Responsible 
Mining Index. Concurrently, he is a member of the Global Advisory Council of the 
World Resources Institute and the Global Agenda Council on Responsible Mining 
of the World Economic Forum and is Chair of the Advisory Board of the 
Responsible Mining Index. He has been selected by the World Economic Forum 
(WEF) as a Young Global Leader in 2007. Previously, Jaime de Bourbon de 
Parme was responsible at the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs for 
peacekeeping operations in Africa. He was a member of the Cabinet and Political 
Advisor to Commissioner Kroes, European Commissioner for Competition. He 
worked in the field as Political Advisor to the Dutch Commander of the NATO 
Peacekeeping Mission in Northern Afghanistan. As a diplomat, he helped to set 
up the Netherlands Embassy in Baghdad. He was an interviewer for a 
documentary series on war economies in Sierra Leone, Liberia and Congo. He 
worked as an analyst for ABN AMRO Bank in Latin America. Before starting his 
masters, he volunteered to work for the International Red Cross in the aftermath 
of Hurricane Mitch in Honduras. Jaime de Bourbon de Parme holds an MA with 
distinction from Johns Hopkins University Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced 
International Studies (SAIS) and a Bachelor’s degree with honors from Brown 
University. 
 
Interests and Expertise Responsible resource management, conflict 
management

 Prince Jaime de Bourbon 
Parme 
Ambassador, Embassy of the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands to 
the Holy See, Vatican City 
 
bourbonparme@yahoo.com 
www.government.nl 

  

Personal Profile Oleksandr Chalyi is a President of Grant Thornton Ukraine, 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary Ambassador of Ukraine, honored lawyer of 
Ukraine. Chalyi has a large experience of legal practices in the governmental and 
business sectors at top-management positions for more than 30 years. During his 
diplomatic and governmental service, he dealt with the issues of domestic and 
foreign law. As a First Deputy Master of Foreign Affairsof Ukraine, State Secretary 
for European integration and Foreign Policy Advisor to the President of Ukraine, 
he was responsible for most urgent and problematic issues of Ukrainian foreign 
policy, legal regulation of relationships with the most “problematic partners” and 
the successful settlement of complicated issues. Chalyi coordinated conclusions 
of general “gas agreements” with Russia and was responsible for preparing basic 
political agreements of Ukraine with Russia and Romania. Oleksandr Chalyi 
headed numerous negotiations of Ukraine with international institutions like the 
World Bank group or the European Bank of Reconstruction and Development. 
While acting as Vice-President of large Ukrainian financial-industrial corporation, 
Ambassador Chalyi succeeded to increase substantially international activities of 
the corporation and to conduct successful negotiations on acquiring important 
assets abroad. Oleksandr Chalyi received his diploma and his docterate in law 
from Kiev National University. Ambassador Chalyi holds a number of national and 
foreign awards. 
 
Interests and Expertise Foreign and security policy, international law, energy 
policy

 Oleksandr Chalyi 
President Legal Services, Grant 
Thornton Ukraine, Kiev 
 
oleksandr.chalyi@ua.gt.com 
www.grantthornton.com 
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Personal Profile Ravi Chaudhry is a leadership guru, author, public intellectual, 
mentor to Chief Executive Officers, and strategy consultant to governments, 
corporations and civil society. Ethical Markets USA refers to him as “one of the 
new voices showing new ways ahead”. He is a Fellow of World Business 
Academy, a network of global thought leaders that represents some of the best 
and brightest men and women shaping today's landscape. He is a much sought-
after speaker on Leadership, Governance, Innovation and Future of Business, 
Economy and Society. His book, Quest for Exceptional Leadership: Mirage to 
Reality has been globally acclaimed as “the best in years and a rare combination 
of sound business thinking and accessible philosophy.” He is the founder 
Chairman of CeNext Consulting and Investment Pvt Ltd, New Delhi. His clients 
include Fortune 1000 corporations, Governments of Switzerland, Turkey, Brazil, 
Norway, Austria and Canada. Earlier, he was Chief Executive Officer and 
Chairman of four companies in Tata Group, India. He is International Board 
Director of Future 500 USA; a Member of the Club Of Rome Initiative for Ethics in 
21st century; EVIAN Brains Trust at IMD Switzerland; EthicMark® Judges Panel 
(USA); New Civilization Youth Entrepreneurship Initiative (Japan); and on the 
Executive Committee of Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry. 
 
Interests and Expertise  
Leadership, governance, social innovation and future of business and society

 Ravi Chaudhry 
Founder and Chairman, CeNext 
Consulting and Investment, New 
Delhi 
 
ravi@cenextconsulting.com 
www.cenextconsulting.com 

  

Personal Profile Stephan Contius is Head of the Division “United Nations, Post-
2015 Agenda and Cooperation with Developing and Newly Industrialised 
Countries” at the German Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety in Berlin. His previous assignments in 
the Environment Ministry include legal affairs, prevention of air pollution, G7 and 
G8 cooperation, and project financing. In 1990 he was seconded to the United 
Nations Development Program (UNDP) in New York. For the EU he participated in 
the final negotiations on the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development 
(1992). Mr. Contius was involved in the establishment of bilateral environment and 
climate change dialogues with Brazil, China, India and other countries and served 
as German chief negotiator for the World Summit on Sustainable Development 
(Johannesburg 2002) and the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio 
de Janeiro 2012). Mr Contius’ academic background is law and political science. 
He was recipient of scholarships of the German National Academic Foundation. 
Stephen Contius is married and has two children. 
 
Interests and Expertise Sustainable development, planetary boundaries, 
multilateral negotiations, bilateral cooperation

 Stephan Contius 
Head of Division, Federal Ministry 
for Environment, Nature 
Conservation and Nuclear Safety, 
Berlin 
 
stephan.contius@bmu.bund.de 
www.bmub.bund.de 
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Personal Profile Antoni Estevadeordal currently is the Manager of the 
Integration and Trade Sector of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB). He 
has expertise in trade policy, economic integration and regional cooperation 
policies in Latin America and the Caribbean, Asia-Pacific and Europe. He 
coordinates IDB’s operational program and policy research agenda on trade and 
integration issues. He has contributed to multiple Bank strategies and operations, 
in particular in the design of new financial products, capacity building programs, 
policy research networks, public-private sector forums as well as several inter-
institutional initiatives with WTO, WCO, WB, ADB, EU, OECD, WEF, ICTSD, UN 
agencies, among others, to promote trade, regional integration and cooperation 
initiatives in LAC. Before joining the IDB, he taught at the University of Barcelona 
and Harvard University. He has published widely in major journals such as 
American Economic Review, Quarterly Journal of Economics, Review of 
Economics and Statistics, Review of International Economics, Review of World 
Economics, Journal of Economic Integration, World Economy, among others. He 
has co-authored and co-edited several books such as “The Sovereign Remedy: 
Trade Agreements in a Globalizing World” (Oxford UP, 2009), “Regional Rules in 
the Global Trading System” (Cambridge UP, 2009), “Bridging Trade Agreements 
in the Americas” (IDB, 2009), “Gatekeepers of Global Commerce” (IDB, 2008), 
“The Emergence of China: Opportunities and Challenges for Latin America” 
(Harvard UP, 2006), “The Origin of Goods: Rules of Origin in Preferential Trade 
Agreements” (Oxford UP, 2006), “Regional Public Goods: From Theory to 
Practice” (IDB-ADB, 2004), “Integrating the Americas: FTAA and Beyond” 
(Harvard UP, 2004). He is a Spanish citizen and holds a Docterate in Economics 
from Harvard University and a Bachelor’s degree in Economics from the 
University of Barcelona. 
 
Interests and Expertise Trade policy, economic and regional integration

 Antoni Estevadeordal 
Manager of the Integration and 
Trade Sector, Inter-American 
Development Bank, New York 
 
antonie@iadb.org 
www.iadb.org 

  

Personal Profile Tallat Hussain is senior environmental counsel at White & Case 
LLP in London. She is an environmental lawyer with over 20 years of public and 
private sector experience in the UK, US, Canada and further afield.  
Tallat has diverse experience in relation to innovative approaches to resource 
management such as monetising carbon reductions and climate change issues, 
as well as environmental compliance and energy efficiency, waste management 
and green IT.  Her practice is global and covers numerous sectors including oil & 
gas, mining, chemicals and petrochemicals, power and infrastructure.  In addition 
to advising lenders and developers in projects under the Kyoto Protocol and the 
EU ETS, Tallat has also advised governments on emissions trading policy and 
legislation. Tallat has taught International Trade and Environmental Law at 
American University in Washington, DC and continues to speak and write 
extensively on various environmental, human rights, health & safety, water and 
energy related issues. 
 
Interests and Expertise Environmental law, project finance, climate change

 Tallat Hussain 
Environmental Counsel, White & 
Case LLP, London 
 
thussain@whitecase.com 
www.whitecase.com 
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Personal Profile Hadeel Ibrahim is the founding Executive Director of the Mo 
Ibrahim Foundation, which was established in 2006 to support leadership and 
governance in Africa. In addition to the Mo Ibrahim Foundation, Hadeel is a 
member of the Boards of Mary Robinson Foundation for Climate Justice, the 
Clinton Foundation, Synergos Institute, Women in Diplomacy Committee, 
Femmes Africa Solidarité (FAS), 1:54 Contemporary African Art Fair, the 
Governing Board of the African Governance Institute (AGI) and the Co-Chair of 
Museum for African Art in New York. Hadeel is member of the Advisory Boards of 
Africa 2.0, a member of Amnesty International’s Secretary General’s Global 
Council and MIT Legatum Center for Development & Entrepreneurship. She is a 
co-opted member of the Royal African Society Council, a Member of the British 
Council Provocation Group and is a Patron of Restless Development, a youth led 
development agency.  
 
Interests and Expertise African & global politics, development, the arts

 Hadeel Ibrahim 
Founding Executive Director, Mo 
Ibrahim Foundation, London 
 
ibrahim.h@moibrahimfoundation.org 
www.moibrahimfoundation.org 

  

Personal Profile Bhairavi is a fourth-generation entrepreneur, a development 
enthusiast, and an avid venture philanthropist with a firm belief in creating 
livelihood opportunities through entrepreneurial ecosystems. Currently, she is the 
Executive Director at SCA Group of Companies, where she manages new 
projects, joint ventures, Corporate Social Responsibility, leadership development 
and strategic alliances for the entire group. Bhairavi has served as Executive 
Director for India@75, an initiative for realizing the dream of an inclusive, 
sustainable and developed India by the year 2022. Prior to joining the SCA Group, 
she founded a fourth-party logistics company and successfully brought it to scale. 
In addition to being an India Leadership Initiative Fellow of the Aspen Global 
Leadership Network, she is a board director of the Meghalaya Enterprise Institute, 
and a founding member and former National Chairman of Young Indians, CII. 
Listed as one of the 30 most Powerful Women in India by the India Today 
publication in 2010, Bhairavi holds a Bachelor of Science in Business with Magna 
Cum Laude from Miami University, Ohio, and has completed the MyGlobe 
Executive Education Program at INSEAD in France. She lives in Mumbai, India 
where she recently completed a 51- day learning journey driving 18181 
kilometers across 102 locations in India and visiting 25 states to gather 
information on peoples’ choices and views for livelihood and development. 
 
Interests and Expertise Entrepreneurship, venture philanthropy, community 
development, citizen engagement

 Bhairavi Jani 
Director, SCA Group of 
Companies, Mumbai 
 
bhairavi@scagroup.in 
www.scagroup.in 
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Personal Profile Ms. Kamal started her career at the American Chamber of 
Commerce in Cairo. Later, she was appointed the Executive Director of the 
Canada-Egypt Business Council. In 2013, she became the Executive Director of 
the newly established Egyptian Council for Sustainable Development. Fifteen 
years of experience in the field of NGOs, PR and clients management, Ms. Kamal 
acquired extensive experience in establishing and maintaining strategic 
relationships with key economic and political decision makers in Egypt, U.S., 
Canada and several European countries, dealing with high-profile governmental 
entities, policy makers and members of civil society. During this period, she has 
established a track record in managing and coordinating numerous collaborative 
functions, business missions and research projects in various sectors. She is an 
active member of UN Volunteers “Injaz Programme”, helping youth to enhance 
their skills to enter the job market as qualified employees and entrepreneurs. In 
2011, Ms. Kamal was chosen by the League of Arab States to represent Egypt in 
the United Nations Alliance of civilization fellowship program. Ms. Kamal is a 
Fellow of the United Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAoC), member of the 
BMW Foundation Responsible Leaders Network, the American Red Cross and 
the American Center for Association Leadership (ASAE). 
 
Interests and Expertise Public Relations, civil society, NGOs, sustainable 
development

 Rasha Kamal 
Executive Director, Canada Egypt 
Business Council; Executive 
Director, The Egyptian Council for 
Sustainable Development, Cairo 
 
rasha.kamal@canadaegypt.org 
www.canadaegypt.org 

  

Personal Profile Elsie S. Kanza is a Tanzanian citizen who was born and raised 
in Kenya. Elsie serves as the Senior Director, Head of Africa at the World 
Economic Forum. At the Forum, the Africa Team is responsible for the Forum’s 
Africa Strategy and champions multi-stakeholder regional initiatives, such as 
Grow Africa partnership initiative, Africa Strategic Infrastructure Initiative, Water 
Resources Group Partnership initiative, and Responsible Mineral Development 
Initiative in collaboration with regional organizations. Previously, she served as 
Personal Assistant to H.E. Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete, President of the United 
Republic of Tanzania, responsible for Economic Affairs from 2006 to 2011. 
Beforehand, she worked with the Ministry of Finance and Central Bank of 
Tanzania in various projects from 1997 to 2006. Elsie holds a Bachelor’s degree 
(cum laude) in International Business Administration from the United States 
International University, a Master’s degree in Finance from the University of 
Strathclyde and in Development Economics from Williams College. She is also a 
World Economic Forum Young Global Leader (2011) and an Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu Leadership Fellow (2008). 
 
Interests and Expertise Economic development, institutional innovation

 Elsie Kanza 
Senior Director, Head of Africa, 
World Economic Forum, Geneva 
 
elsie.kanza@weforum.org 
www.weforum.org 
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Personal Profile Cho-Oon Khong is Chief Political Analyst in the Global 
Business Environment team of Shell International. He has 20 years of experience 
in leading and participating in country scenario projects. Cho advises the Shell 
Group on political trends and political risk, and leads the external environment 
assessments for Shell’s country reviews. He was actively involved in developing 
the 1995, 1998, 2001 and 2005 sets of Shell Global Scenarios, the 2008 Shell 
Energy Scenarios and the 2013 New Lens Scenarios. Cho is an active scenarios 
practitioner, focusing on using scenarios in futures thinking. He has worked on a 
range of scenario projects with international organizations, governments, 
universities, research institutions and business companies in Asia, Europe, the 
US and Africa. He is a member of the advisory panel of the Evian Group based at 
IMD, Lausanne, a member of the UK government’s Asia Task Force, and he 
teaches on the Oxford Scenarios Program at the Said Business School, 
University of Oxford. Cho is particularly interested in issues of political 
development in East Asia and the Middle East. He previously taught Politics and 
International Political Economy at the University of Bath and the National 
University of Singapore, and was Laski Scholar at St John’s College, Cambridge.  
He graduated from the University of Singapore, and received his Master’s of 
Science and his docterate from the London School of Economics. 
 
Interests and Expertise Scenarios, politics, Asia

 Cho-Oon Khong 
Chief Political Analyst, Shell 
International BV, The Hague 
 
cho.khong@shell.com 
www.shell.com 

  

Personal Profile Roberto Klabin is Brazilian citizen. In 1978, he received a 
Bachelor’s degree in Law from São Paulo University, a degree in Special 
Administration from Mackenzie University and Harvard Business School. From 
1991 to 2013, he was President of the Fundacão Sos Mata Atlântica – currently, 
he is vice-president there. Further, he has been President of Instituto Sos 
Pantanal  since 2009. He is member of the Board of Directors of Indústrias Klabin 
De Papel E Celulose since 1979. Since 1985, he is managing owner of Caiman 
Agropecuária- Pantanal, Brazil. Moreover, he is managing owner of Refúgio 
Ecológico Caiman, a pioneer ecotourism operation in the Pantanal of Brazil. He is 
former president and current Member of the Consulting Council of the fundraising 
commission Fundo Brasileiro Para Bioversidade since 2000. Furthermore, he is 
member of the consulting councils of Conservation International Do Brasil, Jaguar 
Conservation Fund, Rede Nacional de Combate so Tráfico de Animais Silvestres, 
Instituto Ecosenso and Hospital Israelita Albert Einstein. On top, he is member of 
Young Presidents’ Organization and vice-president of Instituto Brasil Voluntário 
“Faca Parte”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Roberto Klabin 
President LIDE SUSTAINABILITY, 
LIDE - Grupo de Líderes 
Empresariais, São Paulo 
 
rklabin@attglobal.net 
www.attglobal.net 
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Personal Profile Andrey Kortunov is the Director General of the Russian 
International Affairs Council (RIAC), the President of the New Eurasia Foundation 
and of the Information Scholarship Education Center (ISE). Mr. Kortunov 
graduated from the Moscow State University of International Relations and 
pursued postgraduate studies at the Institute for the US and Canadian Studies 
(Docterate in History) where he served as Deputy Director and Head of the 
Foreign Policy Department. His key academic interests are international affairs, 
foreign and domestic policy of Russia, Russian-American relations. He was a 
visiting professor at American universities including the University of California 
(Berkeley) and the University of Miami. Andrey Kortunov is an author of more than 
120 publications, focused on US-Soviet/Russian relations, international security 
issues, and Soviet/Russian domestic and foreign policy. 
 
Interests and Expertise International affairs, foreign and domestic policy of 
Russia, Russian-American relations

 Andrey Kortunov 
Director General, Russian 
International Affairs Council; 
President, New Eurasia 
Foundation, Moscow 
 
akortunov@neweurasia.ru 
www.eurasia.org 

  

Personal Profile Harald Krüger, member of BMW AG’s Board of Management, 
responsible for production, was born 1965 in Freiburg, Germany. After graduating 
from high school, he completed his bachelor studies in mechanical engineering 
at the Technical University at Brunswick, followed by a master’s program at 
RWTH Aachen University. In 1991, he graduated with an master’s degree in 
mechanical engineering. In 1991 and 1992, he worked as a research assistant at 
the Institute of Flight System Dynamics at the German Aerospace Centre, 
Oberpfaffenhofen. Starting out with a traineeship in the Technical 
Planning/Production division, Krüger joined BMW AG, Munich, in 1992. From 
1993 to 1995, Krüger worked as a project engineer for assembly at the BMW 
Group’s plant in Spartanburg (South Carolina, USA). In 1995, Krüger joined the 
Research and Innovation Centre (FIZ), Munich, as Human Resources officer for 
test vehicle construction. From 1997 to 2000, Krüger served as the Head of 
Strategic Production Planning at BMW AG, Munich before being promoted to 
Head of Production Strategy and Communications in 2000. In 2003, Krüger 
became Director of Engine Production at the plant in Hams Hall (UK). In 2007, he 
returned to Munich as Director of Technical Integration. Since December 2008, 
Harald Krüger has been a member of the Board of Management of BMW AG. 
Until June 2012, he was responsible for Human Resources. From April 2012 to 
March 2013, he was responsible for MINI, BMW Motorrad, Rolls-Royce and 
Aftersales. Since April 2013, Harald Krüger is responsible for the production 
division. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Harald Krüger 
Member of the Board of 
Management, BMW Group, 
Munich 
 
Harald.KB.Krueger@bmw.de 
www.bmwgroup.com 
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Personal Profile Frannie Léautier is Partner and Chief Executive Officer of 
Mkoba Private Equity, a firm offering financing to small and medium enterprises in 
Africa. She has a rich career in the private sector and in international 
development, having been Vice President of the World Bank, Chief of Staff to the 
President, and Executive Secretary of the African Capacity Building Foundation 
(ACBF). She is Founder of a risk management company, The Fezembat Group. 
Dr. Léautier is Founding Editor of the Journal of Infrastructure Systems, on the 
Editorial Board of the Journal of African Trade (JAD), and Founding Board 
Member of the Nelson Mandela Institute for Science and Technology and Africa 
Institute for Governing with Integrity. She serves on the board of UONGOZI, a 
Leadership Institute in Tanzania, MIT Open Course Ware, MIT Corporation visiting 
committees, is Director at Large on the board of the African Economic Research 
Consortium (AERC), and a member of the Haiti Task Force of the Qatar 
Foundation. She was Co-Chair for the World Economic Forum Africa in 2013 and 
is a member of the Council on Youth Unemployment. Dr. Léautier holds a 
Docterate and Master of Science from the Massachussets Institute of 
Technology, and graduated the Executive Program at Harvard University. She is 
Distinguished Professor at Sciences Po in Paris and holds an Honorary Doctorate 
in Humane Letters from North Central College in recognition of her contribution 
to Africa's development. She has been named among the top 100 most 
influential people in Africa and holds the title of Nkosuohemaa - Queen of 
Development. 
 
Interests and Expertise Infrastructure, cities, urbanization, development, 
private sector, small and medium enterprises, private equity

 Frannie Léautier 
Managing Partner, Mkoba Fund 
LLC, Dar-es-Salaam 
 
frannieleautier@fezembatgroup.com 
www.mkobafund.com 

  

Personal Profile Lina Li is a consultant based in Ecofys’ German office, working 
in the unit of International Climate Policies on the international projects in climate 
change negotiation, mitigation actions and strategies, and climate policy analysis. 
She undertook undergraduate studies at Renmin University Beijing, and holds a 
Master’s degree from Beijing University, majoring in International Politics with a 
focus on environmental issues. Before joining Ecofys, she had worked for 
corperates like Shell and Bosch. She has a good understanding of business, as 
well as extensive research and project experience on climate and energy topics in 
China. She is currently part of the German Chancellor Fellowship program. She 
enjoys travelling and has been travelling to over two dozens of countries in six 
continents. 
 
Interests and Expertise Energy, climate change, China, transformation

 Lina Li 
Consultant, ECOFYS Germany, 
Cologne 
 
lilina.mun@gmail.com 
www.ecofys.com 

  

26 27



Personal Profile Julian Popov is a Fellow of the European Climate Foundation 
and Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Buildings Performance Institute 
Europe. He leads the South East Europe Grid Initiative which catalyses high level 
energy policy cooperation among countries in wider South East Europe, including 
Turkey and the Western Balkans. Julian is a former Minister of Environment of 
Bulgaria and he currently advises the President of Bulgaria on energy security 
issues. He is the founding Chief Executive Officer and current Board Member of 
the New Bulgarian University, the former Chairman and current Board Member of 
the Bulgarian School of Politics and the co-founder of the Tunisian School of 
Politics. He is Member of the Advisory Board of GridTech, Member of the 
Advisory Board of the BETTER Project, Founding Member of the Governing 
Board of Sofia Platform, Member of the Steering Committee of Grantmakers East 
Forum and Honorary Treasurer and Director of the UK charity Friends of Bulgaria. 
Julian is the author of two books and writes regularly on current affairs, climate 
and energy policy. 
 
Interests and Expertise Energy security, low carbon economy

 Julian Popov 
Chairman of the Board of Directors, 
Buildings Performance Institute 
Europe (BPIE), Bruxelles; Senior 
Policy Adviser, European Climate 
Foundation, London 
 
Julian.Popov@europeanclimate.org 
www.bpie.eu 

  

Personal Profile Joaquin Molina’s professional experience spans the private 
and public sectors, demonstrating a deep commitment to public service, human 
rights, and Euro-Atlantic values. He currently works as a Senior Officer in the 
Crisis Management Policy Section of the Operations Division within the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). In this role, Joaquin provides advice on 
international security issues to the Secretary General and the North Atlantic 
Council, having worked on crisis areas including the Western Balkans, Iraq, Libya 
and Afghanistan. Between 2004 and 2008, Joaquin was heavily involved in 
negotiations regarding the international status of Kosovo, working closely with 
United Nations Special Envoy – and later Nobel Peace Prize laureate – Martti 
Ahtisaari in preparing the Comprehensive Proposal for the Kosovo Status 
Settlement. Prior to his current position, Joaquin worked for NATO’s Public 
Diplomacy Division and in the Private Office of the Secretary General. Before 
joining NATO, he was Head of Section for Human Rights and Rule of Law in the 
Office of the High Representative in Mostar, Bosnia and Herzegovina. Joaquin 
has also worked for the European Parliament and as a private sector consultant 
working on equity markets and public relations in London and Milan, respectively.  
As an accredited lawyer, Joaquin earned his degree in law from Deusto University 
in Bilbao, Spain, and also holds a Master’s degree in International Relations from 
the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies at Johns Hopkins 
University in Washington D.C. 
 
Interests and Expertise Crisis management, international security

 Joaquin Molina Martinez-
Lozano 
Senior Officer, NATO Operations 
Division, Brussels 
 
molina.joaquin@hq.nato.int 
www.nato.int 
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Personal Profile Founder of E&A Law Limited, Ana Stanic is a Solicitor 
Advocate with rights of audience in all English Courts. After completing her 
Bachelor studies, Ana spent two years at the Slovenian Ministry of Economic 
Relations and Development and Central Bank, where she was responsible for 
negotiating investment protection agreements and free trade agreements on 
behalf of Slovenia, advising the Slovene government on EU and international law, 
drafting banking regulations and supervising banks. She received a Cambridge 
Trust and Chevenning Scholarship to study international law, EU competition law 
and international dispute resolution at Cambridge University. She completed the 
LLM with highest distinction. Migrating to private practice, Ana has spent the last 
decade working in London at the leading international law firms of Clifford 
Chance, Vinson & Elkins and Skadden Arps. While at Clifford Chance, Ana gained 
broad-based experience in the field of banking and finance, representing lenders 
and borrowers in cross-border syndicated corporate and project financing, as well 
as in advising on privatization and restructuring of corporate entities and financial 
institutions in emerging markets. Upon joining the firm of Vinson & Elkins, a world 
leading energy law firm, Ana focused on energy, corporate and international law, 
advising world leading energy companies on LNG and pipeline projects, sales 
and acquisitions, negotiation of host government agreements, gas supply 
agreements, as well as issues of public international law and investment law. 
Joining Skadden Arps, Ana continued working in the field of energy, arbitration 
and international law while representing leading energy companies in price review 
negotiations, international and investment arbitrations and before the English 
Courts. 
 
 
 

 Ana Stanic 
Founder and Solicitor Advocate, 
E&A Law Limited, London 
 
anastanic@ealaw.eu 
www.ealaw.eu 

  

Personal Profile Fiona is Managing Director, Global Analytics at Willis, global 
risk advisor, insurance & reinsurance broker. Her professional experience spans 
insurance broking, reinsurance, catastrophe risk analysis and modelling, to her 
current role as "match-maker" of the best analytical tools, catastrophe risk models 
and technologies to the risk management needs of Willis’s clients. Fiona began 
her insurance broking career in 1987, originally leading the international 
component of global insurance programs for multinational corporations. Her task 
was to ensure all risk management and insurance requirements were met and 
compliant and at the same time balancing the needs of the Head Office with 
those of local operating companies, on a world-wide scale. In 2000 Fiona 
transferred into a reinsurance role in Willis Re’s Research & Development team 
managing data acquisition for the building of an earthquake model for Turkey and 
consulting on the development of a UK flood model for a major UK insurer. She 
then co-led the development of the Catastrophe Management Services team of 
Willis Re International. Fiona now works closely with clients to understand and 
map out a 'route to resilience'. She is utilizing geographic information and trends 
to more accurately represent hazards around the world, identifying exposed 
assets and building risk knowledge; all designed to enable immediate, effective 
response to natural and man-made hazards including the ever-increasing impacts 
of climate change. Fiona graduated from the University of St. Andrews with a 
Bachelor of Science (Hons) in Geography and later completed a Master of 
Science in Geographic Information at City University, London. She is an 
Associate of the Chartered Insurance Institute. 
 
Interests and Expertise Risk, insurance, natural hazards

 Fiona Shaw 
Executive Director Global 
Analytics, Willis Group, London 
 
shawf@willis.com 
www.willis.com 
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Personal Profile Ambassador Wu Jianmin is currently Executive Vice Chairman 
of the China Institute for Innovation and Development Strategy, Special 
Researcher of Counselor's office of the State Council, Member of the Foreign 
Policy Advisory Committee of the Chinese Foreign Ministry, Member and Vice 
President of the European Academy of Sciences and Honorary President of the 
International Bureau of Exhibitions (BIE). From 2003-2008, Ambassador Wu 
served as President of China Foreign Affairs University, Executive Vice President 
of China National Association for International Studies, Vice Chairman of Foreign 
Affairs Committee and Spokesman of Chinese People’s Political Consultative 
Conference (CPPCC). Earlier, he served as China’s Ambassador to France (1998-
2003); to the United Nations Office in Geneva and to other international 
organizations in Switzerland (1996-98); and to the Netherlands (1994-95). Before 
that, he was Director General of the Information Department and Spokesman of 
the Chinese Foreign Ministry (1991-1994). From 2003-2007, Ambassador Wu 
served as President of the International Bureau of Expositions (BIE), making him 
the first Asian to take up the post. From 1965 to 1971, Ambassador Wu 
interpreted many times for Chairman Mao Zedong and Premier Zhou Enlai. In 
1971, he became a member of China's first delegation to the United Nations. He 
was awarded by French President Jacques Chirac the honor of Grand Officier of 
the French Legion of Honor in 2003.  
 
 

 Jianmin Wu 
Vice Chairman, China Institute for 
Innovation and Development 
Strategy, Beijing 
 
wujianmin2010@vip.sina.com 
www.vip.sina.com.cn 

  

Personal Profile Dr. Abiodun Williams is President of The Hague Institute for 
Global Justice. Previously, he was Senior Vice President of the Center for Conflict 
Management at the United States Institute for Peace (USIP), where he led USIP’s 
work on conflict prevention and in major conflict zones. From 2001 to 2007, he 
served as Director of Strategic Planning for United Nations Secretaries-General 
Ban Ki-moon and Kofi Annan. Earlier, he served in senior policy positions in UN 
peacekeeping operations in the Balkans and Haiti. He has held faculty 
appointments at National Defense University, Georgetown University, University 
of Rochester, and Tufts University. Dr. Williams is Chair of the Academic Council 
on the United Nations System (ACUNS). He has published widely on conflict 
management, international peacekeeping, and multilateral negotiations. Dr. 
Williams holds an Master of Arts degree (Honors) in English Language and 
Literature from Edinburgh University, as well as a Master of Art in Law and 
Diplomacy and a docterate in International Relations from The Fletcher School of 
Law and Diplomacy. 
 
Interests and Expertise United Nations, conflict management
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Abiodun Williams 
President, The Hague Institute for Global 
Justice, The Hague 
 
a.williams@thehagueinstitute.org 
www.thehagueinstituteforglobaljustice.org 
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BMW Foundation
Personal Profile Alejandro Litovsky is the founder and Chief Executive Officer of 
the Earth Security Group, strategic consultancy on complex sustainability risks 
and stakeholder relationships in emerging markets. He is the recipient of the 
2012 BMW Foundation Young Leader Award and the 2004 Hobhouse Memorial 
Prize by the London School of Economics for highest achievement where he 
obtained his MSc in Political Sociology. He is Argentinean and has lived in 
London for 11 years where he has held senior positions with sustainability 
consultancies, advising and shaping the position of companies, investors and 
governments on their exposure to environmental, social & governance (ESG) risks 
in emerging economies. He has led engagements that improved the quality of 
dialogue between resource-intensive industries, policy-makers and civil society in 
places like Russia, Indonesia, Brazil and other emerging economies. During his 
MSc he worked with Shell International’s Future Scenario Group in London. Prior 
to coming to London he was an investment manager with the Swiss-based 
AVINA Foundation supporting corporates and civil society to partner on resource 
governance initiatives in Latin America. He holds a Bachelor of Arts in 
International Relations from Universidad Torcuato Di Tella in Buenos Aires. 

 Alejandro Litovsky 
Founder and Chief Executive 
Officer, Earth Security Group, 
London 
 
alejandro@earthsecurity.org 
www.earthsecurity.org 
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Personal Profile Ilsabe von Campenhausen completed her studies of German 
literature and history with a German master’s degree and a French maîtrise and 
also read Mandarin for two years at Suzhou University in Jiangsu, P.R. China. She 
worked for four years at the German Foundation for World Population, a 
development cooperation organization promoting reproductive health in Africa 
and Asia, and subsequently helped establish the Berlin Institute for Population 
and Development, a demographic think tank where she served as vice director. 
After spending more than seven years abroad, the married mother of three 
started her own intercultural communications consultancy before joining the 
BMW Foundation in 2009. 
 
Interests and Expertise International Cooperation, intercultural 
communication
 

 Ilsabe von Campenhausen 
Senior Manager, BMW 
Foundation Herbert Quandt, 
Berlin 
 
Ilsabe.Campenhausen@bmw-
stiftung.de 
www.bmw-stiftung.de 

  

Personal Profile Senior manager Ilsabe von Campenhausen is currently helping 
to set up the Global Tables event series, while also working to establish other 
dialogue formats in Germany and abroad. Prior to that, she was responsible for 
a variety of international Young Leaders Forums and programs. Before joining 
the BMW Foundation in 2009, the mother of three ran her own intercultural 
communication consultancy after spending seven years abroad. She previously 
helped establish the Berlin Institute for Population and Development, where 
she served as deputy director. She began her career at the development aid 
organization Deutsche Stiftung Weltbevölkerung, where she worked for four years 
to promote reproductive health in Africa and Asia. Ilsabe studied German and 
history, earning a German magister and a French maîtrise degree; she also studied 
Mandarin for two years in Suzhou, P.R. China.

Personal Profile Katharina Götze studied Intercultural Business 
Communication, Political Science and English at the Friedrich-Schiller-University, 
Jena and graduated in 2005 with a master's degree in "Culture, Communication 
and Globalization" from Aalborg University in Denmark. Before joining the BMW 
Stiftung Herbert Quandt in 2012 she organized international conferences and 
events on the subjects of education and technology, both in Germany and 
throughout Africa. Katharina Götze gained first work experiences at the German 
Embassy in Copenhagen and the Council of the Baltic Sea States in Stockholm. 
In addition, she volunteered with Amnesty International, Antislavery International 
in London, as well as CooperarPeru in Cuzco. 
 
Interests and Expertise Logistics, traveling, cultures, socializing

 Katharina Götze 
Project Manger, BMW Foundation 
Herbert Quandt, Berlin 
 
Katharina.Goetze@bmw-
stiftung.de 
www.bmw-stiftung.de 
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Personal Profile Before joining the Communications and Media department of 
the BMW Foundation in early 2014, Maja Heinrich worked for ten years as 
national correspondent in the Berlin office of the Madsack media group, a 
publishing company with over 20 newspapers in six federal states. Focusing on 
political and social issues, education, and transatlantic relations, she lastly worked 
increasingly for “sonntag,” a digital tablet magazine. While completing a masters 
degree in literature, American studies, and linguistics at the University of Bochum, 
Maja freelanced on several news desks for the Westdeutsche Allgemeine 
Zeitung. In addition, she contributed to the Medienbüro Bochum as a legal 
correspondent, reporting on trials in North Rhine-Westphalia. As a Media Fellow 
of the Rias Berlin Commission, she participated in a program for journalists at 
Duke University in North Carolina. She is also a fellow of the New-York based 
American Council on Germany. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Maja Heinrich 
Senior Manager, BMW 
Foundation Herbert Quandt, 
Berlin 
 
maja.heinrich@bmw-stiftung.de 
www.bmw-stiftung.de 

  

Personal Profile In recent years, Sabine Porn could mainly be heard – as a host 
of Inforadio at Berlin-Brandenburg Broadcasting (rbb) where she reported mostly 
on the politics of the day. Her passion, however, is seeing the bigger picture and 
taking the wider view. For seven years, Sabine Porn worked as a producer for ZDF 
in Singapore: this stay abroad left her with an insatiable curiosity about the world 
and a major interest in those parts of the globe that are not always in the public 
spotlight. After studying German literature, journalism, and political science at the 
Free University of Berlin, Sabine Porn, born in West-Berlin, began her career as a 
journalist in the early 1980s as a court reporter for the daily taz. She subsequently 
worked for the Sender Freies Berlin (SFB) – first as a writer for the station’s youth 
radio, later as an editor and host of the Zeitfunk program. As a senior manager at 
the BMW Foundation, the focus of her work is on the global dialogue. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sabine Porn 
Senior Manager, BMW 
Foundation Herbert Quandt, 
Berlin 
 
sabine.porn@bmw-stiftung.de 
www.bmw-stiftung.de 
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Personal Profile Dr. Michael Schaefer studied law in Munich, Geneva, and 
Heidelberg where he passed his Second State Examination in Law in 1978. In 
the same year, he joined the Foreign Service. After postings at the United Nations 
in New York from 1981 to 1984 he served as Permanent Representative at the 
German Embassy in Singapore from 1987 to 1991 and as head of the Political 
Affairs Section at the German Permanent Mission to the Office of the United 
States in Geneva from 1995 to 1999. From 1999 to 2002, Dr. Michael Schaefer 
was head of the Western Balkans Task Force and subsequently Deputy Political 
Director and Special Envoy for Southeast Europe at the Federal Foreign Office in 
Berlin. From 2002 to 2007, he was Political Director of the Federal Foreign Office, 
before being appointed Ambassador to the People’s Republic of China, a post he 
held until June 2013. Since July 2013, Dr. Michael Schaefer has been Chairman 
of the Board of Directors of the BMW Stiftung Herbert Quandt. Dr. Michael 
Schaefer is the author of articles and monographs on foreign and security policy 
issues. He is among others honorary professor at the China University of Political 
Science and Law in Beijing, member of the German Group of the Trilateral 
Commission, member of the Advisory Board of the Mercator Institute for China 
Studies (MERICS) and board member of the United Nations Association of 
Germany (DGVN). 
 
Interests and Expertise Foreign and security policy, global dialogue, China, 
emerging economies, rule of law, visual arts

 Michael Schaefer 
Chairman of the Board of 
Directors, BMW Foundation 
Herbert Quandt, Berlin and 
Munich 
 
Michael.Schaefer@bmw-
stiftung.de 
www.bmw-stiftung.de 

  

Personal Profile Jessica Strike studied literature, cultural studies, and media 
science at the University of Siegen and began her work as a team assistant at 
the BMW Foundation in January 2013 where she now works as Assistant to the 
Chairman of the Board. While still a student, she gained practical experience with a 
social project in Chile, a cultural office, and a literary publisher. After graduating from 
the master’s program in Applied Literary Studies from the Freie Universität Berlin 
in 2011, she became a trainee in Sabine Haack’s Büro für Kultur und Konzept in 
Potsdam, where she was involved in various projects for cultural institutions and 
nonprofit foundations such as the German Marshall Fund of the United States and 
the German Children and Youth Foundation. Her primary responsibilities included 
event coordination and office administration. Following her one-year traineeship, 
Jessica Strike continued to work as a project assistant with Sabine Haack.

Interests and Expertise Intercultural communication, european policy, social 
venture, sustainable urbanization

Jessica Strike
Assistant to the Chairman of the 
Board, BMW Foundation Herbert 
Quandt, Berlin

jessica.strike@bmw-stiftung.de
www.bmw-stiftung.de
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Personal Profile Inna Veleva works as a project manager in the Young Leaders 
Forums department of the BMW Stiftung Herbert Quandt. She completed her 
master’s degree in political science and Islamic studies, specializing in 
international conflict research and Middle Eastern studies, at the University of 
Heidelberg in 2012. Her areas of focus were peace building, conflict resolution 
and international security with special interest in the process of political 
transformation and transition in the Middle East. As part of her studies and during 
longer periods spent in the region (Libya, Yemen, Egypt, and Palestine) she has 
dealt extensively with the role of civil society in Islamic countries. Inna worked in a 
voluntary capacity at the Heidelberg Institute for International Conflict Research 
where she headed the regional group on “Conflicts in the Middle East and 
Maghreb”. Following an internship in the Jerusalem office of the Friedrich 
Naumann Foundation, she completed a six-month traineeship with the Herbert 
Quandt Foundation in public relations and intercultural project work. In her free 
time she also ejoys freelance writing on political and cultural issues. 
 
Interests and Expertise The Middle East and North Africa, East and South 
East Asia, democratic transition processes, international security, civil-military 
relations, contested resources, islamic philosophy, free jazz

 Inna Veleva 
Project Manger, BMW Foundation 
Herbert Quandt, Berlin 
 
Inna.Veleva@bmw-stiftung.de 
www.bmw-stiftung.de 

  


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













 








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